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'S  you  enter  the  campus  of 
Hood  and  stroll  slowly  up 
the  cement  walk,  bordered 
with  flowering  shrubbery, 
and  gaze  at  the  dignified 
beauty  and  academic 
charm  of  the  buildings,  at 
the  graceful  colonial  columns  that  indi- 
cate a  reverence  for  tradition  and  cul- 
ture, at  the  wide  stretch  of  campus  and 
spacious  athletic  field,  at  the  steadfast 
blue  of  the  mountains  that  form  a  perfect 
background— as  you  proceed,  a  feeling 
that  you  cannot  resist  gradually  steals 
over  you.  At  first  you  ask  yourself,  "Is 
all  this  real,  or  just  the  vision  of  things 
long  dreamed  of?"  and  as  its  truth  be- 
comes sure,  you  draw  a  deep  breath, 
your  heart  seems  to  fill  your  throat,  and 
your  eyes  become  misted;  for  you  have 
felt  the  Spirit  of  Hood! 
CL.But  Hood  is  not  just  a  collection  of 
buildings,  a  campus,  and  athletic  field, 
Hood  is  her  student  body,  and  it  is  in 
reality  from  the  students,  both  past  and 
present,  that  the  Spirit  of  Hood  ema- 
nates. "What  is  this  'Spirit  of  Hood?'  " 
you  ask.     It  is  a  feeling  that  is  too  deep 
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for  words,  that  defies  analysis,  and  yet, 
as  one  considers  it,  there  seem  to  stand 
out  pre-eminently  four  attributes  espe- 
cially characteristic  of  it  —loyalty,  in- 
dustry, fellowship,  and  emulation. 
CLEmile  Broutroux,  in  answer  to  the 
question,  "What  is  a  nationality?"  said: 
'  'The  will  of  a  certain  number  of  persons 
to  live  together,  to  cultivate  together 
common  memories,  and  to  pursue  com- 
mon aims,  is  at  once  the  essence  and  the 
test  of  nationality."  This  definition  is 
just  as  true  of  a  college,  as  of  a  nation. 
A  college  is,  in  reality,  like  a  small 
nation.  It  has  its  laws,  its  customs,  and 
its  governing  body,  just  as  any  large 
community.  While  we  term  the  feeling 
that  we  have  for  our  native  land  pa- 
triotism, that  which  we  feel  for  the  in- 
stitution that  we  hold  dear,  we  call  loy- 
alty. True  loyalty  means  that  we  are 
willing  at  all  times  to  give  our  best  ef- 
forts and  our  entire  respect  to  the  col- 
lege toward  which  we  have  this  senti- 
ment. Unless  we  are  willing  to  make 
some  sacrifice,  or  work  harder  than  we 
are  actually  called  upon  to  do,  we  are 
not  loyal,  we  are  merely  following  the 
paths  of  least  resistance. 
CLThe  girls  of  Hood  are  making  sacrifices 
for  their  Alma  Mater.  In  replies  re- 
ceived by  her  president,  in  answer  to  a 
letter  he  had  sent  to  the  alumnae,  may 
be  found  many  evidences  of  the  way  in 
which  the  girls  are  standing  by  their  col- 
lege. One  letter,  containing  a  contribu- 
tion, came  from  acroe-s  the  sea,  where 
the  writer  is  engaged  in  missionary 
work.     The  war  had  increased  the  de- 
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mands  made  upon  the  missionaries,  yet 
this  alumna  of  Hood  gladly  sent  her  mite 
because  of  her  loyalty. 
CEJf  the  seniors  of  the  year  1917  had 
had  their  will,  they  would  have  sacrificed 
their  commencement,  with  all  that  it 
meant  to  a  senior,  in  order  to  shorten 
the  year,  and  save  their  college  the  sum 
that  it  cost  to  maintain  the  student 
body,  in  those  days  of  advanced  prices. 
As  it  was,  they  gave  up  the  junior- 
senior  banquet,  and  the  senior  reception, 
both  of  which  mean  so  much  to  pleasure- 
loving  girls,  and  simplified  other  events. 
CL/These  are  but  a  few  of  the  many  ways 
in  which  Hood  girls  have  done  and  are 
doing  their  part,  and  we  cannot  give  so 
generously  to  our  college  without  having 
an  abiding  love  and  respect  for  her.  We 
feel  that  she  will  always  be  back  of  us, 
ready  to  aid  and  advise  us  as  we  need 
her,  and  that  in  the  future  she  will  stand 
for  great  things  in  the  world  of  educa- 
tion. While  we  respect  our  college,  it 
is  through  us  that  those  who  do  not  come 
into  personal  contact  with  Hood,  revere 
her;  for,  beyond  the  belief  of  most 
people,  the  standing  of  a  college  in  the 
community  and  the  effect  of  a  college  in 
the  country  depend  on  the  personal  char- 
acter of  the  graduates  and  undergradu- 
ates. In  the  community  the  students  of 
a  college  make  a  power  for  good  or  evil; 
and  by  them  in  college,  and  by  them 
after  they  have  left  college,  their  college 
shall  be  judged.  A  high  school  principal 
in  writing  of  two  of  Hood's  alumnae  who 
are  teaching  under  him  said:  "If  the 
T girls  are  a  fair  sample  of  Hood  Col- 
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lege  girls,  all  is  0.  K."  In  this  way, 
though  we  seldom  suspect  it,  our  college 
is  judged,  and  we  show  our  loyalty  by 
being  girls  that  Hood  need  never  be 
ashamed  of  for  bearing  her  name. 
CLThe  Spirit  of  Industry  is  often  harder 
to  carry  out  than  the  Spirit  of  Loyalty, 
for  it  is  more  prosaic.  It  lacks  that 
feeling  of  uplift  that  goes  with  sacrifice, 
and  means  steady  plodding.  The  alumnae 
of  Hood  are  working  in  every  depart- 
ment of  effort,  as  teachers,  musicians, 
nurses,  librarians,  authors,  social-work- 
ers, while  undoubtedly  our  greatest 
service  lies  in  phases  of  activity  that  do 
not  reach  print:  intelligent  citizenship, 
duties  of  church,  civic  work,  manifold 
social  activities  that  center  in  the  family, 
and  able  conduct  of  the  home.  "What 
have  you  found  most  useful  of  all  the 
ihings  college  gave  you?"  an  alumna 
was  asked.  She  did  not  need  to  wait  to 
answer.  "I  think  it  is  a  willingness  to 
do  what  I  am  asked  to  do,  and  a  kind  of 
feeling,  a  belief  I  got  in  college,  that  I 
could  do  anything— no  matter  what!'' 
Hood  girls  have  put  this  belief  to  the 
test,  and  are  never  found  wanting  when 
called  upon  to  do  their  part,  whether  it 
is  after  college,  when  they  can  help  by 
doing  the  thing  that  lies  before  them  in 
the  best  possible  manner;  or  in  college, 
when  getting  the  next  lesson  perfectly 
seems  to  be  the  task  of  the  moment. 
But  lessons  are  more  or  less  compulsory, 
and  there  are  many  hard  things  that 
Hood  girls  do  of  their  own  free  will. 
The  excellent  concerts  that  the  Glee  Club 
gives,  and  the  plays  bv  the  Dramatic 
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Clubs,  are  not  gotten  up  in  a  night,  but 
through  weeks  of  steady  labor.  The  pro- 
grams given  by  the  Lesbian  and  Adel- 
phian  Societies  show  thought  and  re- 
search that  take  time  and  effort.  The 
Lesbian  Herald  and  Touchstone  are  suc- 
cessful proofs  of  the  labor  spent  by  their 
staffs  in  getting  out  increasingly  fine 
volumes.  These  are  all  examples  of  the 
Spirit  of  Industry  that  exists  among  the 
girls  of  Hood. 

CLYou  know  the  adage,  "All  work  and 
no  play. "  Hood  does  not  believe  in  that, 
as  the  spirit  of  fellowship  that  thrives 
among  the  girls  will  show.  In  a  smaller 
college  like  Hood  everyone  knows  every- 
one else,  and  there  is  not  that  feeling  of 
being  lost  in  a  crowd  that  you  find  in  the 
big  colleges.  This  knits  the  girls  more 
closely  together,  and  there  is  a  sense  of 
co-operation  in  the  way  they  unite  to 
carry  our  a  project.  Among  the  alumnae 
this  manifests  itself  in  the  form  of  Hood 
College  clubs.  The  clubs  are  formed  in 
different  sections  of  the  country  wher- 
ever there  is  a  sufficient  number  of  Hood 
girls.  At  present  there  are  seven  clubs, 
and  more  are  being  formed  all  the  time. 
These  do  a  wonderful  work  among  the 
girls  in  keeping  alive  the  Spirit  of  Fel- 
lowship, and  at  these  gatherings  many 
things  are  discussed  that  will  benefit  the 
college,  and  plans  are  formed  to  carry 
out  her  desires.  In  the  article,  "From  the 
Office  Desk,"  in  a  recent  issue  of  the 
Lesbian  Herald,  many  extracts  from  let- 
ters received  from  members  of  different 
clubs  are  quoted,  and  they  are  true  ex- 
amples of  the  co-operation  that  exists 
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among  these  girls.  The  plan  in  opera- 
tion at  present  is  for  the  clubs  to  as- 
sume the  interest  on  the  money  that  was 
borrowed  in  order  to  erect  our  new  build- 
ings, so  that  Hood  can  turn  all  her  sur- 
plus funds  to  paying  off  the  principal. 
CLAnother  example  of  the  Spirit  of  Fel- 
lowship among  the  Alumnae  was  mani- 
fested in  the  twentieth  anniversary  num- 
ber of  the  Lesbian  Herald,  when  the  pio- 
neer staff  who  got  out  the  first  issue  of 
the  Herald,  rallied  around  their  editor-in- 
chief,  and  wrote  and  edited  this  number. 
All  these  women  were  very  busy  with 
their  work:  many  of  them  had  not  writ- 
ten for  print  since  they  left  college,  and 
yet  they  gave  their  time  and  energy, 
without  a  single  exception,  to  do  their 
part  for  Hood. 

CLThis  spirit  is  also  felt  among  the  stu- 
dents of  today.  The  girls  unite  in  pay- 
ing, from  their  personal  allowances,  the 
salary  of  Miss  Mary  Gerhard,  a  mission- 
ary in  Japan;  and  when  this  amount  is 
not  quite  made  up  through  their  personal 
pledges,  they  supply  the  deficit  by  get- 
ting up  some  form  of  entertainment,  it 
may  be  a  May  fete  or  something  equally 
elaborate  in  which  practically  every  girl 
takes  some  part,  and  no  one  but  them- 
selves can  realize  all  the  work  and  co- 
operation it  takes  to  make  such  a  func- 
tion a  credit  to  the  College  and  a  finan- 
cial success. 

CLOne  of  the  dearest  memories  that  each 
girl  has,  of  her  college  career,  is  the  let- 
ter she  received  from  an  "old  girl"  the 
summer  before  she  came  to  Hood  for  the 
first  time.     And  part  of  the  homesick- 
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ness  was  effaced  when,  on  arriving  in 
Frederick,  she  was  met  by  a  group  of 
the  college  girls,  who  were  unfeignedly 
glad  to  see  her  and  to  help  her  over  the 
difficulties  of  the  first  few  days.  The 
"new  girls"  think  that  no  one  can  get 
up  such  wonderful  parties  as  the  "old 
girls,''  and  no  one  can  until  the  "new 
girls"  become  "old  girls"  themselves. 
There  does  not  seem  to  be  such  a  word 
as  '  'can't' '  in  the  Hood  girl's  vocabulary 
when  she  is  planning  some  form  of  en- 
tertainment, and  nothing  is  too  much 
trouble.  Yet  the  simple  little  affairs  are 
often  happiest,  for  how  easy  it  is  to  get 
acquainted  at  cosy  "get  together"  par- 
ties, when  girls  sit  around  the  open  fire 
and  drink  chocolate,  and  chat,  while 
everyone  who  can  does  a  "stunt"  for  the 
entertainment  of  the  rest. 
CLThe  girls  do  not  think  only  of"  them- 
selves, however,  for  in  these  days  of 
stress  and  unrest,  when  the  world  is 
fairly  turned  topsy-turvy,  they  are  deny- 
ing themselves  little  pleasures,  and  are 
giving  of  their  time  and  money  to  help 
in  the  various  movements  that  are  or- 
ganized to  reconstruct  the  world,  and  to 
usher  in  the  new  era  of  peace. 
CEJn  speaking  of  the  classes  doing  their 
part,  we  come  to  the  last  of  the  four 
elements  that  go  to  make  up  the  Spirit 
of  Hood,  the  Spirit  of  Emulation.  This 
spirit  of  merry  rivalry  shows  that  we  do 
not  want  to  have  others  do  more  for 
Hood  than  we  do.  It  is  disclosed  among 
the  college  clubs  when  each  one  tries  to 
outrival  the  others  in  having  the  great- 
est number  present  at  the  meetings,  or 
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in  doing  the  most  for  our  college.  It  is 
illustrated  among  the  students  in  their 
studies,  when  each  tries  for  a  high  grade 
or  honor.  Among  the  classes  the  compe- 
tition becomes  very  lively;  for  each  class 
strives  to  make  its  building  fund  pledge 
the  largest.  But  it  is  in  athletics  that 
this  Spirit  of  Emulation  becomes  most 
marked.  The  influence  of  an  athletic  girl 
is  recognized  as  a  balance  that  keeps  the 
intellectualemphasis  from  swinging  past 
the  danger-line.  A  blue  H  on  a  girl's 
sweater  means  that  she  has  made  a  cer- 
tain record,  won  a  certain  number  of 
points.  Athletics  teach  a  girl  to  work 
for  her  class  first  and  herself  afterward, 
develops  class  loyalty,  and  through  that, 
college  loyalty.  To  become  a  member 
of  her  class  basket-ball  team  is  the  long- 
ing of  the  athletic  freshman.  She  works 
for  it  by  day,  and  thinks  of  it  by  night. 
At  last  the  dream  comes  true.  She  has 
made  the  team!  The  day  of  the  great 
freshman-sophomore  game  arrives.  The 
freshmen  and  juniors  are  on  one  side, 
the  sophomores  and  seniors  on  the  other. 
Original  songs,  appropriate  and  eulogis- 
tic, set  to  familiar  tunes,  are  sung  first 
by  one  half,  then  by  the  other  in  a  mer- 
rily taunting  manner.  Then  the  teams 
run  in,  the  whistle  blows,  and  the  game 
begins.  The  freshman  stands  for  one 
dreadful  moment,  the  scores  of  faces 
blurring  into  one  mass  of  color  before 
her  frightened  eyes;  then  she  shakes  off 
the  weakness  and  faces  the  ordeal  with 
tightened  lips  and  paler  cheeks.  The 
contest  is  close,  and  the  issue  by  no  means 
certain.     The  result  of  weeks  of  work  is 
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staked  on  a  single  throw,  and  she  makes 
it;  her  team  is  in  the  lead!  As  the  second 
half  rounds  to  a  triumphant  finish,  the 
excitement  is  at  fever  heat,  and  breaks 
into  jubilant  song  at  the  end.  The  fresh- 
men let  loose  pandemonium.  The  class 
cheer  bursts  forth,  and  her  name  rings 
out  at  the  end.  But  in  the  moment  of 
her  triumph,  with  the  excitement  and 
enthusiasm  surging  around  her,  her  first 
exultant  thought  is  not,  "I've  won  the 
game,"  but  "I've  helped  my  class." 
While  the  underlying  aim  of  athletics  is 
to  make  the  girls  stronger  and  healthier, 
the  value  also  lies  in  the  patient  work 
for  an  uncertain  end,  the  sweetness  of 
effort  for  the  class,  the  grateful  weari- 
ness of  victory,  and  the  pleasure  of  a 
just  reward.  This  is  the  Spirit  of  Emu- 
lation at  Hood. 

©Xife  in  a  woman's  college  is  perhaps 
the  most  nearly  ideal  life  on  earth- 
scores  of  people  living  together  is  almost 
ideal  community  life,  the  best  ones  put 
forward  for  positions  of  trust  and  honor; 
plenty  of  freedom,  work  and  play;  de- 
votion to  the  student  body,  to  a  class,  to 
a  special  group  of  friends,  to  the  college 
as  a  whole.  And  yet,  even  in  this  Eden, 
there  is  sometimes  a  feeling  of  discord. 
There  are  elements  that  resist  the  even 
trend  of  student  life,  that  criticize  and 
complain,  and  cause  an  unrest  among 
the  whole — in  short,  that  miss  the  happy 
thrill.  Bat,  after  all,  college  is  only 
an  experience  of  college  spirit,  and 
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what  are  all  life's  experiences  but 

* 'Machinery  just  meant 
To  give  thy  soul  its  bent, 
Try  thee  and  turn  thee  forth,  suffici- 
ently impressed. " 

The  student  falls  short,  the  college  falls 
short,  everyone  falls  short  of  perfection. 
Criticism,  if  honest,  is  healthy;  it  is  only 
by  constructive  criticism  that  we  ad- 
vance. And  it  is  not  until  the  dignity  of 
the  senior  year  is  reached  and  isnearing 
a  close  that  we  discover  how  great  is 
our  love  for  our  Alma  Mater.  As  the 
line  of  girls  passes  slowly  in  front  of  the 
president,  receiving  the  bit  of  parchment 
in  its  blue  and  gray  ribbon,  it  gradually 
steals  over  us.  There  is  still  the  alum- 
nse  banquet  to  look  forward  to — but  no 
tears,  as  we  value  our  lives — only  gay 
speeches,  and  little  moments  of  silence 
when  life,  and  its  meaning,  comes  roll- 
ing in  on  us,  and  a  great  wave  seems 
carrying  us  forward  out  of  the  sheltered 
college  that  we  love  now  with  a  kind  of 
fierceness.  This  is  the  culmination  of 
growth  of  the  Spirit  of  Hood  that  has 
been  with  us  all  our  student  days,  and 
now  as  alumnae  we  go  out  to  do  our  part, 
to  carry  the  Spirit  of  Hood  into  the 
larger  life.  Do  you  not  see  that  Loyalty, 
Industry,  Fellowship  and  Emulation 
spell  LIFE.  The  Spirit  of  Hood  is  the 
Life  of  Hood,  and  when  Hood  has  come 
to  realize  the  ideal  college  spirit,  then 
will  she  live  in  the  truest  and  best  sense. 


